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Interest event will

seek to channel innovation

Lincoln County is homé
to trailblazers. It's a place
where people come to revo-
lutionize the fishing indus-
try, build some of the best
boats in the world and con-
duct world-class research in
marine science.

Later this month, lo-
cal economic develop-
ment leaders are hoping
to channel that passion for
innovation into a new en-
trepreneurial movement —
#StartupLinCo.

Economic Development
Alliance of Lincoln County
(EDALC), in collaboration
with the Oregon Region-
al Accelerator Innovation
Network (RAIN) and the
Oregon Coast Community
College Small Business De-
velopment Center, will host
the first-ever Startup Call of
Interest event on Wednes-
day, Nov. 11, from 5 p.m. to
7 p.m. at Nana’s Irish Pub in
Newport (613 NW 3rd St.).
The event is free; beer, wine
and light fare will be served.
Attendees are encouraged
to preregister at Eventbrite.
com (search: Lincoln Coun-
ty Call of Interest event).

At the Call of Interest
event, guests will learn
about how to launch a new
venture in Lincoln County
and how to engage the coun-

ty’s startup activities. While

event organizers expect to.

see plenty of new entrepre-

neurs, they also anticipate.
. a strong turnout of existing

businesses seeking to grow,
as well as those who want
to support local startups
through time and financial
investment.

“We want to offer a new
kind of business support
through ‘acceleration,” said
EDALC executive director
Caroline Bauman. “We are
reaching out to local innova-
tors to create a network that
will benefit and strengthen
our economy.’

The event will also feature
five-minute pitches from
Willamette Valley startup
companies, as well as pre-
sentations by seasoned an-
gel investors and RAIN ex-
ecutives.

“We've had a lot of success
introducing the RAIN mod-
el in other areas of the state,
and Lincoln County cer-
tainly has the infrastructure
to support those programs.
There’s commercial indus-
try, a world-class research
university in the Hatfield
Marine Science Center and,
of course, the natural beauty
of the Oregon Coast, which
is both an inspiration and
a draw for entrepreneurs in

our region,” said Caroline |

Cummings, Venture Cata-
lyst for RAIN.

ABOUT OREGON
RAIN

RAIN is an Oregon con-
sortium of government,
higher education, and the
business community. RAIN
was founded by the state of
Oregon’s Regional Solutions
network and funded by the
77th Oregon State Legisla-
tive Assembly to advance the
formation of high-growth in-
novative startup companies
located in Lane, Linn, Benton
and Lincoln Counties.

In coordination with the
cities of Corvallis and Eu-
gene, as well as communities
throughout the region, RAIN
is partnered with two acceler-
ators to create a collaborative
environment to assist entre-
preneurs in establishing vi-
able companies that generate
jobs, wealth and opportuni-
ties for the region. RAIN Cor-

vallis is served by the Oregon |

State University Advantage
Accelerator. The RAIN Eu-
gene Accelerator is a partner-
ship between the University
of Oregon and the Eugene
Area Chamber of Commerce.
For more information about
RAIN, visit www.oregonrain.
org
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